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*** 

 
9:00-9:10 × greetings and introduction 
 
 
9:10-10:00 × welcome presentation by voice teachers and students from Saint Louis   
                   College of Music, Rome (Italy) 
 
10:00-11:00 × lecture 
 
Roma Forestiera: Migrant Music and the Sounds of Contemporary Rome 
Alessandro Portelli (former professor at Università La Sapienza, Rome – Italy / founder of Circolo Gianni Bosio) 
 
The "Roma Forestiera" project begins with the realization that folk music (broadly defined) is alive and well in urban 
contexts, thanks mainly to the presence of immigrants and new Italian citizens who are the bearers of distinct and 
lively musical cultures. Over the last 15 years, the Circolo Gianni Bosio archive has collected music, recorded in Rome 
in homes, churches, temples, schools, streets, from 35 countries, including new music created in Rome by 
contemporary migrants. In this sense, the project recognizes migrant music as the real contemporary folk music of 
Rome and Italy. This concept contradicts the cliché that connects people's cultures and folklore to "roots" and stable 
identities exclusively linked to place; it conceives instead of tradition as a dynamic process that crosses borders and 
genres (most migrant musical cultures - from the Balkans to Latin America to the Middle East ignore or blur the rigid 
Western boundary between folklore, popular culture, high culture. 
 
Alessandro Portelli (Rome, 1942) has taught American literature at the universities of Rome "La Sapienza" and Siena. 
He is the founder of the Circolo Gianni Bosio for the critical study and alternative presence of popular and working-
class culture and history. His books in English are: The Text and the Voice. Writing, Speaking and Democracy in 
American Literature (1997); The Death of Luigi Trastulli. Form and Meaning in Oral History (1991); The Order Has 
Been Carried Out: History, Memory and Meaning of a Nazi Massacre in Rome (2003); They Say in Harlan County: An 
Oral History (2011); Biography of an Industrial Town: Terni 1821-2014 (2014); Bruce Springsteen's America: A Deam 
Deferred (2019); Had Rain: Bob Dylan, Oral Cultures and the Meaning of History (2020). 

 
11:00-11:15 × break 
 
11:15- 11:45 × open floor session 
 
Body-Mind Vocal Therapy 
Chrystel Wautier (KASK & Conservatorium, Gent / Royal Conservatoire, Antwerp – Belgium) 
 
The practice of body/mind/vocal therapy invites us to use the voice and the body to go to the meeting of our deep 
emotions which can cause technical problems and psychological sufferings. Through energetic work, we can welcome 
them and bring a healing response in order to liberation of the voice and of oneself. 
 
Chrystel Wautier is a Belgian jazz singer and songwriter trained at the Royal Conservatory of Brussels. Her music has 
led her to perform on Belgian and international stages. She is also one of the teachers of vocal Jazz at the 
Conservatory of Ghent and Antwerp. In recent years, she became interested in the therapeutic aspect of singing and 
became a psycho-corporal and vocal therapist. 
 
11:45-12:15 × open floor session 
 
Improvisation as a Tool for Freedom of Expression 
Almaz Yebio (Malmö Academy of Music / University of Lund, Malmö – Sweden) 
 
Yebio's workshop/seminar will discuss the relationship between improvisation and personal artistry. Yebio's longtime 
work with students has always been gravitating towards and from improvisation and she will share some of her 
thoughts and practices around that. She will describe her broad approach to improvisation that involves many genres 
of music and may styles. 



 
Swedish singer, pianist, guitar player, conductor and teacher. Master in fine Arts at Academy of Music in Malmö, 
Sweden. 
 
12:15-12:45 × open floor session 
 
Vocal Jazz Lessons – The Role of Rhythm 
Jenny Robson (Sibelius Academy, Helsinki – Finland) 
 
It is essential to understand the rhythmic groove and swing feel in jazz music. This presentation addresses the challenges 
and situations what I have faced with students when they take vocal jazz lessons. There are many things that we 
(pop/jazz vocal teachers) should teach during the voice lessons. How much do we teach interpretation, improvisation, 
vocal technique? And how much do we teach rhythm? How do all these connect? After a short presentation I welcome a 
discussion about the role of rhythmical approach in our teaching. 
 
Jazz vocalist Jenny Robson is performing actively with her bands Brazil Jazz Quintet and Jenny Robson Quartet. Apart 
from being a musician, Robson also teaches in Sibelius Academy and Espoo Music Institute’s Pop and Jazz Department 
Ebeli. Robson is also the artistic director of the international vocal jazz conference: IJVC. 
 
12:45-13:00 × final discussion / planning VoCon future meetings 
 
 
 
 

*** 
 

about VoCon 
 
VoCon is a Europe-wide platform for vocal Jazz, Pop, Folk and all interested teachers in higher music education. It 
provides the need for sharing good practice, thoughts on education, and differences in vision and mission in the various 
European countries. It is a very personal practice-based platform that aims to connect professional teachers in higher 
education on a ‘person to person’ base. It is a learning community, practicing what it preaches and also provides and 
protects free space for sharing topics that emerge on the spot. 
 

*** 
 

~ VOCAL TEACHERS (VoCon) MANIFEST ~ 
 
When being a member of VoCon, you are: 
 
• a vocal teacher Jazz and/or Pop a and/or Folk in higher music education; 
• in an institute that is connected to or open to attending AEC/PJP; 
• eager to meet and greet European colleagues in our working field; 
• interested in sharing thoughts, vision, mission and practical working forms with colleagues; 
• primarily interested in sharing questions instead of giving answers; 
• part of a learning community, open to shift angles that may offer new insights; 
• critical friend to your colleagues and their contribution in both meetings and VoCon online communication; 
• part of a non-strategic platform, that develops from the inside out; 
• open to sharing research results, contribute knowledge and be a sounding board; 
• open to educational experiment and keen on exchanging all kinds of educational experiences; 
• an ambassador that reaches out to colleagues inviting them to take part in VoCon. 


