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Vision Master of Music 
@ArtEZ



Renewing, broadening and reshaping the field of work



Creativity & Context



Pathways



Curricula



Experimentation

InformationReflection

Model for Artistic Research



Positioning Research

Practice-based

Academic activity

Practice as Research In search for a balance Thesis

Conservatory

Research

Reflection & context Writing for reflection and disseminationWriting as a method



Model for a researched-based
Master at ArtEZ

Practice Research

Experimentation Information Reflection



Requirements

Final examPortfolio

Experimentation Information Reflection Explicitly shared researchPerformance



Jazz & Pop department

Own productions

1st year: 3 productions 2nd year: free amount of productions

All separate or sequential parts of the research project 



Artistic Research in Zwolle (ArtEZ) 1st year

Integrated in Performance Lab

32 plenary classes 
• Personal performing identity

• Mindfulness in performance

• Professional field & society

• Interdisciplinary projects

Goal: Arouse an appetite & attitude for artistic research



Artistic Research in Zwolle (ArtEZ) 1st year

Example 1

Personal performing identity: skills in reflectiveness & creative thinking

Levels of (artistic) reflection:

1. descriptions of the difficulties that the student encountered

2. justification: explanation for the difficulties and choices,

3. critique: explanation and evaluation of the difficulties and choices

4. critical review of different solutions and/or alternative methods

5. transfer: how the next action becomes different or better than 
the previous action



Artistic Research in Zwolle (ArtEZ) 1st year

Example 2

Mindfulness in 
performance: 
student group as 
data source, expert 
teachers, desk 
research



Artistic Research in Zwolle (ArtEZ) 1st year

Example 3

Professional field & society: 
integrate curatorial aspects in 
a performance

‘We are because they were’





Artistic Research in Zwolle (ArtEZ) 1st year
Example 4

Interdisciplinary projects: explore the meeting of musical and non-musical elements 



Artistic Research in Zwolle (ArtEZ) 2nd year
Part of main subject

• Determine research topic end of semester 2

• Triangle coaching: expert, mentor, research supervisor

• Individual coaching, peer supervision

• Pitch at the end of semester 3

• Thesis or no thesis? Alternatives

• Integral assessment during final



Artistic Research in Zwolle (ArtEZ) 2nd year

Violist Álvaro Munoz Perera:

“We have to take the context [of 
classical music] into account as well 
as the younger audiences in order to 
actualize it. 

I’m now more aware that we need to 
stop, think, and adjust what we’re 
doing.”



Artistic Research in Zwolle (ArtEZ) 2nd year

Violist Álvaro Munoz Perera:

“I’m looking for the audience to  
be less passive and more 

communicative with me. 

So, I’m forcing them to take 
decisions in this performance.”





Integral assessment: criteria

1. Product(ion)/Performance: 
presentation – design/concept – artistic level – technical skills

2. Contextual focus: 
ability to transform – contribution to the field of interest

3. Exploration & Reflection: 
complexity – methodological accuracy – critical reflection

4. Communication & Organization: 
transparency – leadership – collaboration – process







Integral assessment: procedure

• Based on the digital portfolio & final performance / product(ion).

• 1st core teacher (expert), mentor and research supervisor form an opinion prior 
to the final performance / product(ion). Definitive evaluation after the final 
performance / product(ion). 

• 2nd core teacher, external assessor and peer student mainly focus on criteria 
Product(ion) / Performance and Contextual focus.

• All main categories (1-4) need to be explicated to justify the final score. 



I think integral 
assessment is 
really great, but 
could my 
students 
present their 
research 
separately?
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