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Synopsis
REACT_ Rethinking Music 
Performance in European Higher 
Education Institutions is a 
strategic partnership funded by 
ERASMUS+ that mobilises a 
knowledge-creating international 
cooperative network to develop a 
new pedagogical model for HEIs. 

The main objective is to offer 
alternatives that will link artistic 
research, artistic training, 
personal development, and 
career management.
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Stakeholder’s Requirements Report



How may HME develop teaching approaches that more 
efficiently further student’s professional career opportunities?

In direct collaboration 
between a university and a
professional music 
institution, LTU and RSPO 
develop critical  
perspectives on symphony 
orchestra traditions and 
situate the training of 
young musicians in the very 
heart of the professional 
practice. 
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TRAINING SCHOOL 1

PROGRAM  - PRECENCIAL ACTIVITIES  

29 NOV – 11 DEC 2021

VENUE: UNIVERSITY OF AGDER, NORWAY
Faculty of Fine Arts, Department of Classical Music and Music Education

MONDAY ·  29  NOV

10: 00  –  11 : 00
MEET AND GREET. Welcome by Reseach Dean Anne H. Balsnes and piano solo by 

Adrian-Leander Nes.  Introduction to REACT by  Jorge Correia and Gilvano Dalagna

11: 15  –  12 . 15
1st Part: Artistic research: Bridging practices and theory  Lecture/workshop/lab (public)

12: 15  -  13 : 00 LUNCH and  welcome by Faculty Dean Marit Wergeland 

13: 00  –  15 : 00 2nd Part: Artistic research:Challenging stereotypes Lecture/workshop/lab (public)

15: 00  –  16 : 00 Students work on their own 

TUESDAY ·  30 NOV

10: 00  –  11 : 00 Check in. Reflections from yesterday?

11: 15  –  12 . 15 1st Part: Artistic research: Creativity Lecture/workshop/lab (public)

12: 15  -  13 : 00
Lunch  and Music: UiA Flute Quintet 2021 (15 min)

13: 00  –  15 : 00 2nd Part Artistic Research: Improvising. Music Performance Lecture/workshop/lab

15: 00  –  16 : 00 Students work on their own 

WEDNESDAY ·  1 DEC

10: 00  –  11 : 00 Check in. Reflections from yesterday? 

11: 15  –  12 . 15 1st Part: Artistic research and the Laboratory  Lecture/workshop/lab

12 : 15  -  13 : 00
Lunch and music  by Adrian McCallister 

13: 00  –  15 : 00 2nd Part Artistic research and the Laboratory Lecture/workshop/lab

15: 00  –  16 : 00 Students work on their own 

THURSDAY ·  2 DEC

10: 00  –  11 : 00 Check in. Reflections from yesterday?

11: 15  –  12 : 15 1st Part: Artistic research – Documentation Laboratory Lecture/workshop/lab

12: 15  -  13 : 00 Lunch and music by Tanja & students   

13: 00  –  15 : 00 2nd Part Artistic research and writing Lecture/workshop/lab

15: 00  –  16 : 00 Students work on their own 

FRI DAY ·  3 DEC NOV

10: 00  –  10 : 15 Check in. Reflections from yesterday?

10: 15  –  12 : 15
1st Part: Musicians as citizens, music in society (audience, relevance, outreach)  Lecture/workshop/lab 

12 : 15  -  13 : 00 Lunch.  Mini-presentation: Artistic research and Armenian music examples. By Mariam Kharatyan    

13: 00  –  14 : 30 Evaluation review. Roundtable discussions with students and interviews

14: 30  –  14 : 45 Closing session

PROJECT 2020-2023 COORDINATOR PARTNERS

FACILITATORS

Gilvano Dalagna 

(University of Aveiro)

Jorge Salgado Correia

 (University of Aveiro)

Randi Eidsaa 

(University of Agder)

Stefan Östersjö 

(Luleå University of Technology)

Tanja Orning 

(University of Agder)

+info

www.react.web.ua.pt



REACT training school

• Introduction to artistic 
research, bridging theory 
and practice

• Dialogical teaching 
methods

• Provides feedback on the 
development of intellectual 
outputs
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Artistic research practices in HME



Artistic research practices in HME

Virtual Academy
of Music Performance



Third strand: Circulation
REACT Symposium

• An opportunity to 
share the
discussion beyond
the scope of the
consortium

• Start building a 
network of
researchers
interested in 
innovative teaching
practices in higher
music education
institutions
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Piteå School of Music, Luleå University of Technology

21 -23 SEP 2022

SYMPOSIUM
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REACT Music Performance EXPO
Helsinki, 7-9 June 2022



Presentation Formats
• Paper
• Performative presentations
• Poster presentation
• Panel



Outcomes
The symposium was dedicated to the 
development of reflective and critical 
approaches to the teaching and 
learning of music performance in 
Higher Music Education (HME). 
It hosted presentations that advocate 
change with regard to diversity, equity 
and inclusivity, exploring new formats 
and concepts, such as the potential of 
artistic research to innovate in HME; 
dialogic teaching models; as well as 
pedagogical strategies in tandem with 
the music industries.

Selected authors were invited to 
develop chapters in Teaching Music 
Performance in Higher Education: 
exploring the potential of artistic 
research, a peer-reviewed book
publication, edited by Jorge Salgado 
Correia, Gilvano Dalagna, Helen Julia
Minors and Stefan Östersjö.
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Novel approaches to teaching Interpretation 
and Performance 
• Richard Fay, & Daniel J. Mawson: Intercultural musicking: Reflection 

in, on, and for situated klezmer ensemble performance

• Robert Sholl: Reconnecting theory: pedagogy, improvisation and 
composition



Fay & Mawson: Intercultural musicking: Reflection 
in, on, and for situated klezmer ensemble 
performance
This chapter focuses on the reflective performer practices embedded in the Klezmer Ensemble Performance 

(KEP) module at The University of Manchester, UK. To set these reflective performer practices in context, we 

first outline how, as non-Jewish music educators, we understand - and seek to develop our students’ 

understandings of - the cultural, historical, and other complexities of the music culture (or set of cultures) now 

referred to as klezmer. The module is situated by these understandings through which we seek to encourage a 

respectful and informed cultural appreciation of klezmer whilst remaining attentive to the risks of cultural 

appropriation. We introduce the reflective performer frame we promote with our klezmer ensemblists. and 

examine their performance of reflection through the texts they generated to accompany their actual assessed 

performance, i.e. the texts through which they situate their informed performance intentions. Finally, we 

conclude with our emerging thinking regarding the value of reflective performer practices in music education.



Robert Sholl: Reconnecting theory: pedagogy, 
improvisation and composition

The exercises [use] the Goldberg Variations for a form of embodied learning closely aligned with awareness of 
technical observations. This is artistic practice in action – a burgeoning awareness of attention and intention, 
and the critical working through of nuance and differentiation, and of variance. These exercises meld theory 
and practice and help create ‘knowing’, an ‘integration’ which Thelen and Smith describe as ‘the process of 
dynamic assembly across multileveled systems in the service of a task’.



Artistic Research in Higher Music Education

Mikael Bäckman: From Imitation to Creation

	



Mikael Bäckman: From Imitation to Creation

The aim of my PhD project is to explore the transformation of a 
performer’s voice through a process of transcribing and practicing solos 
by an iconic harmonica player. In this chapter, I will focus on how this 
transformation took place within my own artistic practice, and how I 
have applied my method in my teaching in HME. I will also briefly touch 
upon the impact of the affordance of the diatonic harmonica in this 
specific voice transformation process. 



REACT EXPO 
• This event aims to stimulate a wider discussion concerning 

career development for performers from higher education music 
institutions.

• REACT Expo will mark the conclusion of the project. The event 
will include a diverse programme of lectures, workshops and 
demonstrations, allowing space for debate between 
performance teachers and students and professionals music 
industries and HEIs. The event will also include an area with 
special exhibition booths that will be allocated to selected music 
industry professionals.

EXPO
7-9 JUNE 2023
Helsinki Music Centre, 

Sibelius Academy, Uniarts 

Helsinki

RETHINKING MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

IN HIGHER EDUCATION

PANEL DISCUSSIONS WITH EXPERTS & PRESENTATIONS OF THE OUTPUTS OF THE 

REACT PROJECT: 

Virtual Academy of Music Performance

Artistic Research –  Based Learning Toolkit for Music Teachers and Students

Book “Rethinking the Teaching of Music Performance in Higher Level Institutions“  

Artistic Career in Music: Stakeholder’s Requirement Report                              

Relevant research publications on musicians’  professional learning an careers
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