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Urgent necessity to REDUCE resource flows

The SITUATION: 

We do not have a resource problem; we do 
have a waste and (CO2) emission problem!

The GOAL: Net Zero – climate-neutral

• EU: 2050, minus 55% until 2030

• AT: 2040,  minus 48% until 2030

• Universities in Austria: 2035 (GUEP, 
General university development plan)

Konietzko, J.; Bocken, N.; Hultink, E.J. A
Tool to Analyze, Ideate and Develop
Circular Innovation Ecosystems.
Sustainability 2020, 12, 417.

European Green Deal, Paris Agreement (2016)
„Fit for 55“ EU Commission, 2021
Regierungsübereinkommen Ö 2020-2024



Results of the AEC Goes Green Survey on Green and 
Eco-Sustainable Practices and Needs

• WHY US?

• Net zero means net zero for every one of us.

• Share of universities might be smaller than other sectors, but the multiplication
effect is very high. And: Educational institutions have a strong responsabilty and 
should be motors for transition towards sutainability & climate neutrality! 



Panel discussion on green practices

Dušanka Jelenković Vidović
AEC Goes Green Working Group Chair

TOWARDS THE GREEN TRANSITION IN HIGHER MUSIC EDUCATION



Guidelines, recommendations, reports

• European Commission, Greening the Creative Europe Programme, report (December 2022)
• European University Association, A Green Deal roadmap for universities (October 2023)
• Voices of Culture: Culture & Creative Sectors & Industries driving Green Transition and Facing the Energy Crisis, 

Brainstorming report (September 2023)



Results of the AEC 
Goes Green Survey 
on Green and Eco-
Sustainable 
Practices and 
Needs

Country 
Representation 
of Survey 
Respondents



Results of the AEC Goes Green Survey on Green and 
Eco-Sustainable Practices and Needs

Attitudes and position regarding green and environmental issues
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Results of the AEC Goes Green Survey on Green and 
Eco-Sustainable Practices and Needs

Some measures towards a more eco-
responsible behaviour already in place

Yes No I don't know



Results of the AEC Goes Green Survey on Green and 
Eco-Sustainable Practices and Needs

In everyday functioning

In events planning

Sustainability policy implemented or in
development

In teaching and learning

Sustainability or Green team established
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Actions taken at HMEIs toward the eco-responsible 
behaviour

In everyday functioning In events planning Sustainability policy implemented or in development In teaching and learning Sustainability or Green team established



Results of the AEC Goes Green Survey on Green and 
Eco-Sustainable Practices and Needs

Sustainability policies and Green teams



Panel discussion on green practices

Morten Qvenild
Norwegian Academy of Music
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GREEN NMH - Background

- Started 2021 – initiative from 
our board

- Broad working group towards a 
certification as Eco-lighthouse
2022

- Eco-lighthouse: certification
tool, guidelines, incentiv to 
change.(10000 ent.in Norway)  



Operation steering group

working group – reference group

• Gain support inhouse

• Reduce Co2 footprint

• Choose ecolabelled

• 90% ecocertified suppliers

• More eco-friendly travels

• Less waste
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Perspectives

• How to reduce flights and encourage
cooperation internationally when you have 
different geographical and financial
prerequisites for cooperation?

• How to make use of the distinctive
artistic competence in the face of climate
change?

• What responsibility do educational
institutions have towards their students 
regarding green awareness and attitude
during their studies?

• Green conversion is not free, how to 
prioritize the measures and processes at 
the individual institution?



Results of the AEC Goes Green Survey on Green and 
Eco-Sustainable Practices and Needs
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What we work on

ClimCalc tool based on Excel 
+ for universities and colleges
+ same methodology
+ same emission factors
→ basis for improvement
→ Net zero path
https://nachhaltigeuniversitaeten.at/arbeitsgruppen/co2-neutrale-universitaeten/

CO2 accounting with ClimCalc: 
energy (electricity, heating/cooling, fuel), 
materials (prints, IT, air condition), 
mobility (commuting, business trips)

EMAS environmental management auditing 
scheme for the continous improvement of:
Energy, materials & water consumption,
emissions, waste, biodiversity

Sustainability strategy - 2024



CO2-Accounting at Mozarteum University 

Energy
48%

Mobility
49%

Material 
3%

Electricity 24%

Heating Gas 3%

Heating,  
district 20%

Business travels
7%

Commuting staff
36%

Commuting 
students 7%

Paper 2%
Refrigerants 0%

IT-Devices 1%

CO2-Emissions per category

Data: Invoices, travel expenses reporting, survey on mobility behaviour
reference year 2019 – pre Covid19!

Results 1st CO2-Balance: 1.944 t [CO2-eq]



https://nachhaltigeuniversitaeten.at/arbeitsgruppen/co2-neutrale-universitaeten/



Why mobility?

https://www.iea.org/energy-system/transport

! Mobility is a core need for our personal and professional development

! Mobility is highly relevant for our careers

! BUT has a high impact on climate change

• Transport accounts for more than a third of CO2 emissions from 
end‐use sectors within EU.

• Mobility has an important share on the CO2 emissions of Universities

• Transportation systems on land, water & air still depend on the 
combustion of fossil fuels



Drivers for sustainable mobility 

(Infrastructure)

Legal requirements

Guidelines

Incentives



fostering sustainable mobility 

Legal requirements: directive for public institutions in Austria
-> take sustainable issues into account, reduce negative 
impact of travels, foster public transportation

Internal guidelines for orientation/binding specifications, e.g. 
- Individual car transport needs justification & permission
- Flights need permission, ban short-distance flights (<750 km)
- Take the train when travel distance < 6 hours
- Preferation of train travel when distance < 11 hours
- foster public transportation (AT) - lump sum for travel expenses

reporting (car max. 52 €, public transportation max. 80 €)



fostering sustainable mobility 

Incentives: 
→ shift from individual to public transportation
→more healthy forms of commuting

− Home office regulation for staff
− support annual tickets for public transportation

-> Infrastructure for bikes vs. cars
-> Services for bikes vs. cars
-> additional criteria for travel expenses reporting: €, time, distance 
→ CO2, “quality time”, space/comfort, communication…



The main objectives of the alliance 
are to exchange good and best 
practice-experiences and to start 
joint activities in the fields of

− research,
− education,
− operations,
− society/knowledge transfer
− identity.

Working groups, e.g.:
CO2 neutral Universities tackles the issue of 
carbon intensity. Starting from a project dealing 
with „Climate Friendly Climate Research“ the 
working group developed a standard for CO2

accounting of Universities.

Sustainable Mobility: research driven concept to 
achieve sustainable mobility. The aim is to collect 
and spread good practice examples.

https://nachhaltigeuniversitaeten.at/

https://www.ccca.ac.at/en/climate-knowledge/climate-research-programs/climate-friendly-research/


Example of an artistic project https://www.openyoureyestour.com/

Distinguished pianist Iain Burnside has devised a performance piece to connect 
performers and audience to the profound changes happening in our world.
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Results of the AEC Goes Green Survey on Green and 
Eco-Sustainable Practices and Needs

Green skills and knowledge – the EU level ambition
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Green skills and sustainability topics in music programmes
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Green Music & 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Esther Viñuela 

10-11-2023
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The Reina Sofía School of Music was founded 

in 1991 by Paloma O'Shea. 

Today it is considered one of the best schools 

in the world for young talents who wish to 

dedicate themselves professionally to music.

BRING MUSIC CLOSER TO SOCIETY

SUPPORT YOUNG MUSICIANS IN THEIR ARTISTIC 
AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

+300
concerts

150
students

+30
nationalities

+20K
espectadores

Carbon footprint year 21/22:
297 t eq CO2 (scope 1, 2, 3)

The School



LISTEN TO THE EARTH
Video pieces to raise awareness 
about climate change

CLOSE MUSIC
Concert tour in depopulated areas

THE SOUND OF RECYCLING
Interdisciplinary show for 
environmental awareness

THE SOUND OF RECYCLING
Interdisciplinary show for 
environmental awareness

DRYAD PROJECT
Music manifesto for nature

The Entrepreneurship and Social Innovation
Program



GreenME is the environmental awareness 

programme of the Escuela Superior de Música 

Reina Sofía and aims to promote initiatives 

that develop synergies in two fundamental 

fields for the institution: music and 

environmental commitment.

Green Music & Entrepreneurship

Awareness

Training

Action
Nº1 (300 
projects)

55.000€
94,5/100 

points



Awareness

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rEgGgEf2zs&t=1s



Training



ACTION



Results of the AEC Goes Green Student Survey on 
environmental awareness and practices



Panel discussion on green practices

Porter Ellerman
Royal Conservatoire The Hague

TOWARDS THE GREEN TRANSITION IN HIGHER MUSIC EDUCATION

Master project: Percussion Meets Environmentalism
A method of performance for environmental awareness

Ann Southam: Natural Resources (1981)
Live performance









Actions taken at your institution toward 
the eco-responsible behaviour 

in everyday functioning (e.g.  in separation of waste, energy and water
consumption control, using eco-label stationary, office and other
supplies, etc)

Events planning (e.g. choosing venues reachable by more sustainable
modes of transportation, minimising printed materials, offering waste
separation points at the venues, etc)

in teaching and learning (e. g. adding green skills and topics into
curriculum, organising green workshops and masterclasses, etc).

Discussion



Actions taken at your institution toward 
the eco-responsible behaviour 

in everyday functioning (e.g.  in separation of waste, energy and water
consumption control, using eco-label stationary, office and other
supplies, etc)

Events planning (e.g. choosing venues reachable by more sustainable
modes of transportation, minimising printed materials, offering waste
separation points at the venues, etc)

in teaching and learning (e. g. adding green skills and topics into
curriculum, organising green workshops and masterclasses, etc).

AEC Goes Green next steps

• Report on the AEC GG Survey on green and eco-
sustainable needs and practices & examples of 
good practices

• Green Music compendium

• Guidelines and recommendations for the green 
transition in HME



Thank you for your 

kind attention
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