How to doa distance lessoffior music instrumental teaching

A Guide forDummies
by Lucia Di Cecca

lucydicecca@hotmail.com

| teach piano at the Conservatory of Music in Santa Cecilia, Rome.

Whenltalianschools andiniversitiesclosed dowrfor the COVIEL9 emergencywe have been asked to do
distance lessons.

| contacted my students anshid tothem: & ¢t's do distance lessons, see you on Skypalay X at time X
and let me listen to what you haveeenpracticing.

I knew the sound quality on Skype wouldn't be good but | didn't imagine such a disaster.

¢ K I  Qéne of Basbiggest challenges of my lifas started was there any chance of making a distance
piano lesson profitable for advanced students accustometthégphysicapresence othe teacher?
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in Corona times.
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1. What (in my opinion) a platform for distance lessostouldoffer:

a) Be simple and free

b) Have the ability to @just soundquality:
All existing platforms ar¢ailored to speak, not to playnusic and therefore the system
automatically intervenes tdmprove the audio thinking about the voice, even erasing
background noise However,if you play and want the person on the other side to hear what
you play and not a heavily altered (and wared, from our point of viewsound you need
to be able to intevene on thesoundsettings.
The quality ofvideos got in general much worsethis period even YouTube had to lower
its standard due to the crazy increase @atatraffic.

c) Be able to share your screen and audio:
Almost all platforms, precisely because they are designed for lessons or business meetings
during whichparticipantsjust talk and showchartsor slides, allow you to shas@ur screen
(meaning thakeveryone can sehat a personsdoingon his/herscreer). Howeverjn music
lessons weneed to sharehe soundof the screeras well.

d) Be able to record the lesson:
Recording the lessohas been provemecessary especially at the beginnibgcausethe
students neededto realize what ivasactuallyhearingwhile they wereplaying.

After trying many platforms, | decided to ugsom, because it allwed me to satisfy the 4 points mentioned
above.

How to do a distance lesson for music instrumental teachin@uide foDummieshy Lucia Di Cecca 2



2. How to use Zoom

Go tohttps://zoom.us/download anddownload Zoom Clierfor Meetings.

After installing dom, this windowwill open:

© Zoom - X
N (7=3) ©) Q_ Search @
Home Chat Meetings Contacts
o

17:46

venerdi 27 marzo 2020

New Meeting v Join

)
19 .
No upcoming meetings today

Schedule Share screen v

17:46

o : : ; : & m - )
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Click on the wheel in the upper right corn@ettings)and open theXettings page:

@ zoom & settings o .
(]
- ©
|_J Start Zoom when | start Windows
Video When closed, minimize window to the notification area instead of the task bar o]
Audio I:I Use dual monitors
() Enter full screen automatically when starting or joining a meeting
Share Screen I:I Automatically copy invitation URL once the meeting starts
O Chat Ask me to confirm when | leave a meeting

I:I Show my connected time

Virtual Background

() Remindme 5 minutes before my upcoming meetings
Recording (") stop my video and audio when my display is off or screen saver begins
Profile Reaction Skin Tone

0 Statistics H§ L ‘ ‘ ‘

Q Keyboard Shortcuts

Accessibility

View More Settings (9

o Uy
—— : : : o
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How to do a distance lesson for music instrumental teachinuide foDummiesby Lucia Di Cecca 3


https://zoom.us/download

Clickon Audia

=] ) Settings X
General @
Video Speaker | TestSpeaker | Altoparlanti (2- Realtek High Defini.. v 0
Share Screen Volume: PN
O Chat
Virtual Background Microphone | Test Mic | Microfono (Samson GoMic) v
Recording Input Level:
Profile Volume: o o o)
Statistics () Automatically adjust volume
Keyboard Shortcuts \:\ Use separate audio device to play ringtone simultaneously
Accessibility Automatically join audio by computer when joining a meeting
[ Mute my microphone when joining a meeting
| Advanced |
e - o - i) a = & 1747
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UnclickAutomatically adjust volum@he box needs tde blark).

Then clickon Advancedbottom right)

Q & settings X

General ®
< Back

Video

Share Screen

L

Show in-meeting option to "Enable Original Sound"” from microphone

Audio Processing Restore Defaults

Suppress Persistent Background Noise @ Auto -
O Chat
Virtual Background Suppress Intermittent Background Noise (7) Auto v
Recording Echo cancellation Auto v
Profile
Statistics

Q Keyboard Shortcuts

Accessibility

1748

i
=
£
£

H L Scrivi qui per eseguire la ricerca

Clikk onShow inmeeting option toEnable Original Soutfitom microphone.

S eS8« EENg e B

= 27/03/2020 E4

This will allow a box witthe captionTurn on Original Sourmt Turn off Original Sountd appear on your
screenduring your lessonYou can change settings Hicking on it.
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To try to improve the quality of the video (but keep in mind tlyas cannot do much athe network is
overloaded)click onVideoand then onEnable H®nN the settings page:

Q
L Search

© settings X

o

General
Audio
Share Screen
Chat
Virtual Background

Recording

Profile

Statistics Camern: F) Camera ~

D Keyboard 5 Q 16:9 (Widescreen| Original Ratio
eyboard Shortcuts

My Video: Enable HD
Accessibili
0 cessibility Mirror my video

Touch

my appearance

Meetings:
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Get your students do the same things you did, downingdoom and charigg the settings just as you did.

Now you carstart yourlesson.Enter 2om and click on the orangleox named\New Meeting

© Zoom

1205

domenica 5 aprile 2020

1203

05/04/2020 1

W™ guida per dummies.. [ Zoom - 9 ede<-@AFOICOTIY
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Then onClick to invitgarticipants

3 Enter Full Screen

Click to invite participants

at ar’ B - ® @ o

Invite  Manage Participants Share Screen Chat Record  Reactions

Ht [ Desktop ] "oudap. @zeom Wzomn. g & P TYLER N1 KR -2 E=E0N |

You'll see this screen:

Copy URL | | Copy Invitation

£ scrivi qui per eseguire la ricerca Ht [y Deskop ] "outap. @Wzom Mzom @ G P D@8 HLEOICOTDNE

Clickon Copy invitatiorand in this wayhe access link is automaticadlgpied

At this point go to your email okVhatsApp, paste the link and send it to your student.
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The student will receive this message:

Please wait, the meeting host will let
you In soon

Lucia Di Cecca's Zoom Meeting

On you screen ébox willopen, informing you that there is one persontlire waiting room

4L creel
3¢ ExitFull Screen

il
Galaxy A50 has entered the waiting room for this ¥
meeting 1

g |
- i |
o B aE .~ ® @ 6

Invite Manage Participants Share Screen Record Reactions

Click onAdmitand your student will be able to start the lesson.

ZoomQ fiee connectiorwith more than 2 participants las#0 minutes. If you wan& grouplesson to last
more than 40 mintes, once the 40 minutesre overyou need to exit the group lesson and start over by
clickingon New Meeting, etcHowever,if the participants of the meeting are only 2 (i.e. you and your
student, as in ongo-one teaching, then the duration is unlimite.

| always teach one person at a tins® | don't have any problem.
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Remember, before yostart playing make sure thathe platform usedOriginal SoundTo make sure this
setting is correcyou needto see thebutton Turn off Original Sounah the left up corner (see below)

o
© 3 Enter Full Screen

(3 @ | Tumoff Original Sound -

Lucia Di Cecca
-t a’ B -~ . @ -]

4 ~ B . -
Invite Manage Participants  Share Screen Chat Record Reactions

Mute Stop Video
. o p A ®a a ; . -~ 5 1100
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If you want to talk to your studerihstead it might be convenient tadjustthe audio automaticallyln this
caseyou need to change the sound options by clicking on the button on the up left corner so that ttiegvor

Turn on Original Sourappears

3 Enter Full Screen

D) @ TumonOriginal Sound

Lucia i Cecca
a av’ a - e @ ¢

nvite  Manage Participants Share Screen Chat Record  Reactions
11:51
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At the bottom left there areicons of a microphone anadf acamera. If you dontvant to be heard, clickn
Mute (the microphone icorwill appearcrossedout; to unmute you just click on the saneon); if you don't
wantyour video image to appeaclickon Stop Videdthe icon of the camera will be crossed alprmally,
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during the &ssonboth you and your studenshould haveaudio and videoactivated (and therefore
microphone and camerigonsshould notbe crossed out).

If during the lesson yowant to watch avideowith your student(perhaps fromYouTube), youcanshare
your screen witthim/her.

To share your screesp that the student can see what you have on your screkckon Share Screefthe
greensquareat the bottom center).

In the window that openstlick at the bottom left orBhare computer sourghd then on the blue box at the
bottom right, Share

& 6 TYLEN §i ] KK X 3=1]

Fromthis moment on, those who are connected will see what you see on your screen and listen to what you
are listening to.

When you want to stop sharing your screen, ctiokhe red box at the top centeStop Share.
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If you want to record the student whildgying, cliclkon Recordbottom), and thenon StopRecordingwhen
you want to stop the recordin@lease note that only the person who created the meeting (host) can record
what happens during the meetin§o, if you created the Zoom meeting and sent the link to the stugent,

are theonly one whocan push on the Record button.

© 3 Enter Full Screen

@ @ TumonOrginalSound = @ Recording..

Lucia Di Cecca
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Invite  Manage Participants Share Sercen Chat Pause/Stop Recording  Reactions
1227
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When you cliclon StopRecordingyou will see tle screenbelowwith the warningon the top right that the
video will be processed when the meetiisginished:

@® @ TumonOnginal Sou

Lucia Di Cecca
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Mute Stop Video Chat Record  Reactions
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At the end of the Meeting, @mwill process the recordings you have made:

The videos of that Meetingan befound in a folder that the system automatically adds to your PC wikt@n
folder DocumentsFor eactrecordedmeeting, the system creates a foldehereyou can find the vide® of
that meeting:
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