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Imbalanced representation

„Musics of the world“

• Traditional musics from the entire globe

• Non-European art music traditions

• Non-western popular music



Music Example

Salah Ammo (bouzouk, voc., 3 Semester MA Ethnomusicology) 
Oscar Antoli (clarinet, 1 Semester MA Ethnomusicology) 
Pouyan Kheradmand (santur)

Recorded at Thater Akzent, Vienna, May 2017



Ethnomusicology
Centering Musical Plurality











Music and Migration
…Engaged Ethnomusicology

Reframing migration through music
• Research and fieldwork
• Musical artistic practice



Research Project

Music in the experience of forced migration from Syria 

to the European borderland
https://www.musicandminorities.org/forschung/projekte/music-in-the-experience-of-forced-migration/

Started in March 2020, 
Ioannis Christidis

Music and Minorities Research Center of the mdw
(ongoing)



A man singing during a protest 
outside a detention center in 
Paranesti, Greece, July 2016

Photo: Ioannis Christidis

Research on musical 
performances of Syrian 
refugees throughout their 
journey and resettlement in 
Europe



Research Project

Musical Identifications of Young Refugees
https://www.mdw.ac.at/ive/forschungsprojekt-refugees

Started in February 2016 –
evolved into bigger study on 

Afghan Music in Vienna
(ongoing)



• Dialogical knowledge 
production

• Fieldwork: 
• Expertise
• Standpoints
• Perspectives

Fieldwork team
Clubbing with singer Valy Hedjasi
April 2017
Arena34, 1110 Vienna

Photo: Manami Suzuki



Concluding remarks

• Additional competence

• Social realities

• Plurality as precondition for excellence

• Social justice and solidarity



koelbl-m@mdw.ac.at


